1 io                      ENTERTAINING  GANDHI
now.   I hope you found the real thing? " 1
said.
He mused a moment.   " Fve been in the silence
before In India," he observed.
" Yes, but it's not the same when It's kept in
another   country.   Englishmen   seem   to   undergo
when they leave England.   I suppose
Armistice 43ay in Bombay would be imposed from
oa top, as a. valuable Imperial asset, an assumed
exaggerated emotion.   Here you see it real,,
observed  by the  poor,  the  homeless.   Glittering
smart uniforms donst represent England."
At 11.5 Lord Astor met us at his door and took
us to an upstairs sitting-room, flooded with sunlight
entirely beautiful with flowers and greenery
that seemed to be a part of the wallpaper or growing
the floor, a vision of perfect delight to Bow
eyes.
Lady Astor introduced her friend,  a Christian
Science lecturer, and we sank into chairs that were
havens of comfort.
" Can't you make your holy man see how danger-
ous Ms policy is? " she said to me, then turning to
" You only destroy,   I believe you're a hum-
bug and         Lester's more holy than you are really.
We               may be making lots of mistakes, of
we arc, doing all sorts of funny wrong things,
but we do create, we're making something.59
The             of her accusations was made with a
Mr. Gandhi always had a Roland
for her Oliver,   She kept up a spirited attack upon
a point of view 'directly opposed